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2 Cor. 7. 39. The Wite is bound by the Law, as leng as her 
Hunband liveth: But when te is dead, foe 11 at Liberty to be mar- 
ried to Whom foe will; only io the Lora. 


2 Cor. 6. 14 Be not unequaliy yoaked, Mc. 
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Concerning 


MARRIAGE. 


md is an Ordinanc of 
God, as old as ſince our firſt Pa- 
rents, inſtituted in Paradiſe, for 
their comfortable abiding here, and leaving 
| Poſterity after them; and Men and Women 
>} have been the more happy therein, as they 
have had Regard to the Counſel of God, and 
Nis Providential Hand, in chooſing ſuch as 
feared the Lord, and were true Worſhippers 
of him; and avoiding thoſe as were Idolaters, 
pal ſuch as feared not the true God. 

And that in ſach their Caution, their Pro- 
| Eceding was agreeable to the Law of Godin 
1 Hear, is very apparent; for when the 
, Az Will 


© 4 * 
Will and Mind of Gd was committed to 


Writing, and promulgated to rae, his pe- 
culiar People, Deut. 7. ſpeaking of the Na- 
tions, who inhabited the promiſed Land, he | 
faid, Neither ſhalt thou make Marriages | 
with them: Thy Daughter ſhalt thou not 
ei ve unto his Sons; nor his Daughter ſhalt 
thou take unto thy Son, And why 2 Becaule, 
faid the Lord, They will turn away thy | 
on from following mo. | 
Now if this be the Conſequence ſtill of 
foch Mrxt-marriagesg then ſuch Marriages 
ö are ſtill unlawful, and the Law ſtill in Force | 
that forbids them. But that the Conſequence | 
1 of ſuch Marriages is ſtill the fame, I appeal 
} not only to the Wizneſs of God in all, but 
allo unroſaund Reaſon and true Experience. 
bt Moreover, the Prohibition aforeſaid, was 
1 not intended theſe ſeven Nations on- 
ly, but had a more general Extent; for the 
Haelites were not allowed to take them 
Wives of the Daughters of 4/bdod, of Am- 
: mon, or of Moab; and for the fame Rea- 
ſon, not of any other People that were #0? 
Cireamciſed, 1 made Partakers of the 


! true Worſhip of God. 2 3 
1 9 


CT. 
This appears from the Words of Kebomi- 


ah, Chap. 13. 23. 1n thoſe Days, faid he, 
ſaw I Jews, that had married Wives of 
Aſhdod, of Ammon, and of Moab ; and 


£ their Children [pake half in the Speech of 


Aſhdod, aud could not ſpeak the Jews 
Language. Verſ. 24. And I contended with 
them, and ſmote certain of them ; and made 
them renew their Covenant with the Lord: 

Saying, Tou ſball not take their Daughters 


| wnto your Sons; nor give your Daughters 


unto their Sons. Adding, ver. 26. Did not 
Solomon, King of Tirael, /in by theſe Things? 
Tet among many Nations was there no King 
like him, who was beloved of his Cad: Ne- 
vertheleſs, even him did ſtrange Women 
cauſe to ſm; ſhall we then, ſaid he, heark- 
en unto you, to do all this great Evil, to 
tranſgreſs agaiuſt our God, in marrying f 
ſtrange Mives. 

Thus, in ſhort, we ſee how ſuch Marri- 
ages are againſt the written Law of God, 
and the Practice of his faithful People. 

But long before this Law was brought to 


Writing, the Holy Patriarchs, and ſuch as 
ee ee even! 2 


Nl 
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(6) 
Fon the Beginning of the World, ſhewed 


| 1 Diſite of ſuch Mixt-marriages, from 


the Senſe of the Law written in their Hearts. 
And ſo long as they kept in the true Faith, 
and at a lawful Diſtance from ſuch as were 
not Partakers thereof with them (which for 
ſome Time they did) the Lord was with 
them, and bleſſed them, and made them In- 
ſtrumental in his Hand, for the itholding 
his Wrath from being preſently poured out 
upon the old World. But when they had ge- 
nerally departed from his Covenant, and from 
the Example of the Righteous, even in this 
Particular Caſe, mark what followed. 

It came to paſs, when Men began to mul- 
tiply upon the Face of the Earth, and Daugh- 
ters were born unto them, the Sons of God 
faw that the Daughters of Men were fair, 
and they took them Wives of all that they 


chooſe. That is, they made no Diſtinction, 


upon the Account of Faith and Religion : 
But to whomſoever their ſeſhiy Minds in- 
clined, them they took to Wife ; like the 
diſhonourable and unchriſtian Practice of 

ſome in our Day. And that ſorely grieved 
the pi rit of the Lord; fo that thereupon 


he 


7 
he ſaid, 1 © will dectroy 


erxeated, Gen. 6. 5, 6, 7. 
And when the Sons of God came in unto 
thoſe Daughters of Men, and they bare 
Children unto them, the fame (it is faid) be- 
came mighty Men: But by whom they 
were ſo accounted, and for what Cauſe may 
be gathered from the Sequel. It was not 
ſurely for their Faith and Holineſs towards 
God, that they were ſo accounted : For if 
it had been ſo, he would not have repented 
that he had made them, as in Gen. 6. it is 
aid he did. But it ſeems rather to have been 
from their Statures and Bodily-Strength, 
whereby they could atchieve great Matters 
in the World, which made them be reputed 
Mighty, by ſuch as did bear the fame Fal- 
len Image with themſelves; who were 
known and diſtinguiſhed from the Children 
of God, by the Name of the Children of 
Men, being, in the Main of their Conver- 
lation, without a God- like, or Religious 
Mark: For, the Earth, it is ſaid, was full 
of Violence, and there Were Giants in thoſe 
| Days, Gen. 6, 4. ; 
Nox when things were come this pb, 
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an, whom I hav 
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theſe Mirt-Marriages, this, Co 
ee think ) were, of 6 ſel, e 


2 


the people of God having caſt off his 7oke, 


and fallen in with the J#orl7 and it's Spirit 


(which they openly declared by their En- 


tring into the neareſt Afinity by Marriages 
with them) and had their Hearts thereby 
drawn away more and more from following 
the Lord; (which always was and is the na- 
tural Conſequence of ſuch Affinities by Mar- 


riages, and is therefore the more Hai- 
nous and Pernicious:) Then did the Lord 


call upon Noah, and gave him direction to 


build an Ark, for the ſafety of himſelf and 


his Family. For al! Fleſb had, by that 
Tine, corrupted his Way upon the Earth: 
which fo proyok'd the Lord God, that he 


determined to deſtroy all Flefh by a Fload, 
except Noah only, 997 his Family. For 


Noah being a Taft Man, and Perfect in 
his Generation, and one that walked with 


God, found Grace. in the Gn of the Lord, , 


to be exempted from that nel Deſtruc- | 
"If nochiog gore cold be Aled gi 


1 (9) 
e, to manifeſt how great a Sin it is, arid to des 


it ter all confiderate Men and Women from 
- | entring into it, that it appears to have been 
S | a great Step, that led to the Deſtruction of 
y | the old Ii orld, the Door that gave the Inlet 
Z | to thoſe Corruptions and Violence, which 
i- | filled the Earth, and provoked the Lord, 
r- | not only to repent that he had made Man, 
i- | but to pour down his Warth, in a Flood, 
d | which deſtroyed both Man and Beaſt. 
to We have ſeen the Miſchief the Ungodly 
id | brought upon Mankind, by thoſe Mixt- 
at | marriages beiore the Flood. Now let us 
3: | fee, and hecdſully obſerve the great Care 
ie | the Godly took after the Flood, to prevent 
4, the like Evil and Danger. 
or After the General Overthrow of Ungod- 
in | ly Men by the Flood, from which only Abah 
5 | with his Family (Eight Souls in all) were 
preſerved in the Ark (which was a Figure 
of Chriſt) was born Abraham; whom God 
called out of his own Country, and from 
his Father's Houſe, with Sarah his Wife, to 
male of them a diſtinct and peculiar People 
tohimſelf. And he eſtabliſhed his his Covenant 
| with Abraham, 6! his Nang ee 


( 10 ) l 
Seed) who ſaw Chr i#'s Day, and was glad, | 
and in the Faith thereof walked before the 
Lord with a perfect Heart: In which 
Faith alſo he offered up his Son 1ſaac, unto | 
the Lord, as the Lord had commanded him. 
Such was the Obedience he added unto his 
Faith; which was accounted unto him for 
Righteouſneſs, Gal. 3. 6. 1 
Now when Iſaac, the Child of Promiſe, 
was grown up to a Marriageable Age, fo | 
great was the Care of his Godly Father for 
him, that he might not be auequally yoak- 
ed, or joined in Marriage, calling his eldeſt ! 
Servant to him (who had the Charge and 
Orcrſight of all that he had) he made him 
{wear by the Lord, the God of Heaven, and | 
the God of the Earth, that he ſhould not 
take a Wife unto his Son of the Daughters 
of the Canaanites, amongſt whom he dwelt, 
But thou ſhalt go, ſaid he, unto my Country, 
and to my Kindred, and ſhalt take a Wife 
unto my Son from thence, Gen. 24. 
This fo ſtrict a Charge, ſo ſolemnly gi. 


ven, and fo firmly bound, ſhews that this 


good Man did not look upon this Matter of 
Mit. 3 with an eaſy Eye, as an 
indifferent 


| indifferent Thing ; ; but was earneſtly and 
1 heartily concerned, that his Son might not 


b 


Cir) 


be joincd with one of a different Religion : 


And as his honeſt Care was thus exerciſed in 


ſending, his Servant to Abraham's Kindred, 
to the Family of Bethuel; ſo the providen- 
tial Hand of God was apparently with him, 
in the Choice of Rebe tab, and the Conſent 
they gave to it, ſaying, The Thing proceed- 
eth of the Lord: Let ber be thy Ma$ter's 
Son's Wife as the Lord hath ſpoken. And, 
in Concluſion, they bleed her, and ſent 
her away. And as Iſaac was walking, and 
meditating in the Fields, at Evening-tide, he 
met Rebekah coming with his Father's Ser- 
vant, and took her to be his Wife: And 
ſhe, after twenty Years Barrenneſs, bare 
him two Sons, Eſau and Jacob: whoſe 
different Practice in the Caſe of Marriage, 
let us now obſerve. 

What Efau was, is well known, both by 
ſelling of his Birthright, and other Cha- 
rafters given him in the Holy Scriptures. 
When he was Forty Years of Age, he took 


him 7woWives, and both of them Unbelie- 


ders, Daughters of the Hittites, which 
- 1 ms Thing 


(12 ) 


Thing full ſorely griev'd his Gealy Parents: 
 Andis left upon Record, as a Mark of his 


Undutifulneſs and Diſobedience, in not ad- 
iſing with, and being ruled by them, in 
ſo weighty Affair. And may it be a 
2 unto all ſuch, as proſeſs themſelves 
Hriſtiaus, ae. lo of the Righteous 
Line, That they follow not the Example of {| 
Prophaue Eſau 

But when he faw, that w hat he had done 
had diſpleaſed his Parents, he (to mend, as 
he thought, the Matter) took him another 


Wie, the Daughter of his Uncle 1omact, 


the Seoffer ; who, for mocking Iſaac, the 
right Heir, had, in his Childhood, been 
caſt out of the Family. Now if it had been 
external Kindred only, that was aimed at by 
Abraham and Iſaac in Marriage, ſurely 
Eſau had now hit it: For ſhe was his Fa- 
ther's Neice ; yet that brought him not, in 
a right Senſe, within the Family, nor Ex- 
ample of the Faithful. 

But £Efavs thus running out, from the 
Practice of the Godly, to take him ſuch 


Wives as his airy Mind led him to chooſe, 


without Regard had to True + ligion, 10 
| "ſenſibl y 
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ſenſibly affected his —_ Mother Rebelab 
that complaining to "her Husband thereof, 
| ſhe ſaid, I amwearyof my Life, becauſe of 
the Daughters of Heth! f Jacob fbould 
tale a life (as his Brother hath done) of © 
1 the Daughters of Heth, ſuch as are the 
| Daughters of the Land, what good ſhall 
1 my Life do me 2 Gen. 27. 46. 


Good Iſaac thereupon, to prevent that 


Danger, calling his Son Jacab to him, gave 
him his Bleſſing, and with it this ſtrict 
Charge, Thou ſhalt not tale a Wife of the 
1 Daughters of Canaan. Ariſe, go to Padan- 


Aram, to the Houſe of Bethuel, thy Mo- 
ther's Father, and take thee a Wi fe from 


thence, Gen. 28. L. 2. 


Jacob, as became a dutiful Child, was 
obedient to his Parents herein: And the 
Lord was with him, and bleſſed him; and 
bleſſed his Family alſo, until they gave way 
to a Liberty, not pleaſing to the Lord, 

Then was Dinah, Jacobs only Daughter; 
made an early Example of the Lord's Diſ- 
pleaſure, by his ſufferring her to fall into 
Contempt, Gen. 34. Not only for her gra- 
hin a vain Mind, in a going out through 

_ Curioſity 


one too) of Jacubs Religion, ver. 24. but 


SY * 
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( 14 ) 

Curioſity to ſee the Daughters of the Land; | 
whereby ſhe came to be enſnaredand defiled | 
by Shechem, Gen. 34. but alſo, as it appears, 
the Iſraelites were at that Time fo far re- 
lapſed, that they had ſtrange Gods among 
them, and, as may be gathered from the 
Text, ftrange Attire, alſo; which was to be 
changed and done away, before they might 


go upto the Houſe of God, to worſhip him 
acceptably there, Gen. 35. 2, 3. | 


Theſe Things might be likely to raiſe an | 
Expectation in the Shechemztes, that in Time 
they might draw them to become one Peo- 
ple with them. Whereupon having already 
got hold of one of Jacobs Family, they 
were deſirous ofa further Converſe, in order 
to enter into Affinity with them, faying, 
make you Marriages with us: Give your 
Daughters unto us, and take our Daugh- 
ters unto you; and you ſball dwell with 
As, Gen. 34. 9, 10. And to entice them 


thereunto, they proffered the Iſraelites 


what Worldly Advantages ſoever they would 
ask, ver. 12. Nay they went ſo far, as to 
yeild to take on them the Badge (and a fore 


ir 


| (15 ) 
; it was for carnal and covetous Ends, ver. 23. 
and ſucceeded to them accordingly. But 
s, the Truth of the Matter was, and is, that 
Jacob, the True Seed (the peculiar People 
g of God) mui? live alone, and not be mix d, 
1c or numbered among the Nations. Where- 
be fore, notwithſtanding all the great Proffers 
ht and Importunity of Shechem,(and the Conde- 
m 4 ſcenſion of the SHechemites) to have obtain d 
Dinah for his Wife, Jacob would not hear- 
ken unto him: And yet it is ſaid, The Man 
Was more honourable than all the Houſe of 
his Fathers. For Iſrael having an Eye to 
the Covenant of God, wherein he and his 
Family were comprehended, he zcalouſly 
withſtood the Temptation; and thereby 
gave a Demonſtration of his Faith. And 
when ſoon after, the Lord commanded him 
to go up to Bethel, he called firſt for a Re- 
formation in his Family. Whereupon it 1s 
ſaid, They gave unto him all the ſtrange 
Gods that were in their Hands, and all 
their Ear-rings that were in their Ears; 
- Which he hid under the Oak, that was by 
Shechem. And then having cleanſed his 
Family. from thoſe Heatheniſo Li 5 


( 16 ) 

both he and they were henceforth at quiet, 
from ſuch like Attemps by their W 
Neighbours. | 


Bat to proceed, having -a lirtle touched | 


upon Thingsrelating to the Faithand Prac- 


tice of the Holy Patriarchs, about thoſe | 
anlawful Marriages ; and briefly ſet forth | 
ſome- of the pernicious Conſequences that | 
have always attended them, both before, 
and after the Flood: I ſhall now come 
nearer to the preſent State, :and 5 


Ve are under. 


When the Apoſtles came to ſpeak of this | 
Ordinance of Marriage, they ran in the ſame | 
Channel, as all the Faithful had done be- 


fore; ſaying, Be ye not unequally yoaked 
with unbelievers, &c. 2 Cor. 6. 14, 

And Peter's Exortationand Care for the 
Married was, that they might be Heirs to- 


gether of the Grace of Life; that their pray- | 


ers might not be hindred, 1 Pet. 3. 7. Then 
ſuch muſt be of the ſame Faith, and agree 
in Spirit; or elſe they cannot pray together 
acceptably, Mat. 18. 19. Can tuo wall to- 
gether except they be agreed, ſaid the Pro- 
phet Amos, Chap. 3. 3. Therefore ſuch as 
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Cc 17 ) 
are obliged to [ve and wall together for 
Term of Life, if they are not ſo agreed and 
united in Spirit, are like to have but little 
cumfort, Help and Furtherauce (if any 
from each other, in Spiritual Things; 
is the Way that leads to true and laſting Cm. 
1 |} fort for ever. For ſince with Faith, and 

an anſu erable Converfation, it is 7 
„to pleaſe God : Such Married Folksas differ 
ein Faith, and diſagree intheir Religious Con- 
verfations, are not like to pleaſe God, nor 
one another; but may rather expect the con- 
trary, with much Gonfuſron, which'doth 
naturally attend ſuch Miſ-matchings in that 
- 2 Condition of Life. 

4 Again, Paul to the Corinthians (1 Wit. 
7. 39.) faith, TheWife is bound by the Law, 
eus long as her Husband liveth: But when 
p- | beis dead, ſhe is at Liberty to be married to 
y- | whom ſbe will; ouly in the Lord. That's 
n the ancient Limit. 

e But, by the Way, this gives no Liberty 
for ſuch to marry as are near of K the 
otherwiſe duly quallifled. 

But if any ſhould object, that Arbe 
Muc and Facob married their near NMiſo 


1 


( 18 ) | 
men; and thereupon ſhould query, why iti 
any not be as lauf forſuch Kindred now | * 

to marry, as it was for them then 2 
I Anſwer, firſt, that what they did in that 


Caſe then, was before the Law was given, 
| which doth expreſly forbid it, Levit. 18. 


Secondly, it isa common Maxim, and in 


creat Mcakure true, that Neceſſity hath ao 
Law. And every Reaſonable Man is capable 
of conſidering, that, in thoſe early Ages of 


the World, there was a Neceſſity for it. And ö 


for Abrabm, and thoſe before mentioned 
of his Poſterity,they lived not very long after | ' 
the Flood; which gave a kind of new Be- 


ginning to the World, with Reſpect to its 
being again repleniſbed with People. For 
Abraham was born before the Death of Shem, 


according to Scripture-Chronology, about 


150 Years: And yet Shem was 100 Years 


old, when the World was drowned. 


Thirdly, It is to be conſidered, that People 
lived very, long in thoſe. Days; ſo that Ge- 
nerations paſſed not away, nor did Kindred 
wear out {© faſt, as aſterwards: Which 
expoſed thoſe Patriarchs to it, by a kind of 


POE Neceſſity ; and that * 


it excuſable in them. But there being no ſuch 
1 Neceſſity now, nor any Reaſon, of that Na- 


* 


(19). 


ture, toinduce any to marry their near Ki d- 


red; they who do fo; do plainly break the | 
pa ſitive . of God, which expreſly ſays 

3 None of you ſball approach to any S/n? is 
near of Kin to rings &c. Levit. 18. As alſo 
1 contrary to the Apoſtle's Advice, Phil. q. 8. 
As not being of Good Report, Sc. 


Beſides, all that was done by thoſe Good 


Men, without Reproof, in thoſe early Ages, 
Ji not to be drawn into Exa 


mple now. 


That Marriage is an Ordinance of God. 
I have already afferted ; and now add, by 
| Way-ofExplanation, that thereby Two are 


made One, or inſeparably joyned together, 
for Term of their joynt Live | by law 
Means, As firſt, In Spirit; | Secondly, Ig 


Hection; and Thirdly, In | 2 e Cave-- 5 


nant of e, as well External and Pub- 
lick, as otherwiſe. Theſe are the Conditions, 
more or leſs, of all thoſe Which the Lord 
Joyns together; whom no Man may put aſhg- 
der, And without theſe Conditions, the 
Pouring Union is not perfectly enjoyed. 
... Now \ whereas I preſs for an a 
aA 


(20 ) 
and Unity of Faith and Religious Practices, 
inthe Parties to be married, as F/ent;al to J 
the Marriagewhich God makes: By Faith | 
there, I mean that. Faith, which the Holy ; 
Fatriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles held, | 
which the True Church now. holdeth, and 
Ws ch upholdeth the True Chu rech (for by 
Faith ye ſtand, ſaid the Apoſtle to the | 
Church of old, 2 Cor. I. 24.) which is the 
we True Faith, mentioned by the fame 
_ Apoſtle, in Epe, 4-5. And although there | 
bei i the World Faiths many, or at leaſt dif- 
Apprebenſoons concerning Faith, and 
retexces toit ; 3 Yet, being inclined, | 
e Law of Charity, to m—_—_ that al 
vo Ay Serious, do think. their own pkg 
N Pærſwaſion and Way to be the 
You (elſe they would not continue in it:) 
at J haye here written may ſerve indiffer- 
entlyto al allchat profeſsFaithinChriſt. Andyet 
the Beg do not here give a more particular 
Dejor nf tien of Faith; it doth not thence fol- 
low that I am todifferent therein, or in 
Doubt about it; No, but it is to avoid 
yon, „and becanke Tum at Brevity, 
chogke rqther ro let rue Faith be 
* manifeſted 


t „ 
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; manifeſted by its Fr wits, which the Apoſtle 
1 James adviſeth, Chap. 2- 18. Qf-which 
1 FFruits, what J here: contend for is one, and 


7 

) 

1 

not the leaſt, to wit, That they; c r. 
„ Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and. are di 
d 

Y 

2 


Marry, are Religion obliged to. take Care 
/ Ithat they be got unequaliygoted, by joya- 
ing themſelve in Marriage with any, that 
e are under different Perfoalans and Prac- 
e tices, with Reſpect to Faith and Religiaus 
beet. as ma tend to hing their r. 
4 ſevering in it. a E. 

1 Thc Author to che Hebrews, . bag. 
11. treats at large of Faith; and ſets faxth 
che Noble Diſpoſition of Mad, that ws in 
'= | fuch as believed in Almighty God; how it 
diſtinguiſbed them from the World, and 
pre reſerved them out of the, ¶ectioms and 

fires of being joyned. to and. with the 
World, And in Ver. 24. 25 He 198, 2 i 
Faith Moles when he came to Tears, rer 
fuſedto be called the Son G Pharoak Dang · 
ter; chooſug rather ta ſuffer Aﬀucttions 
with the People of Gad, than 10.eujen ile 
Pleaſures. 7 Sn, which. were but ſon a 
e He aufden, it ems, be md 


with 
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wirkt che Egyptians, who oppreſsd the 
Righteous Seed, no, not for a Kingdom. _ 
The Apoſtle alſo, in his Epiſtle to the 
Galations, Chap. 4. giving a Touch at the 
Patriarch's Martiages, ſhews the Myſtery of 
the Spiritual Kindied,. which is by Faith, 
Aud tothe Epheſians, Chap. 2. 19. he faith, 
mow therefore you are no more Strangers | 
and Foreigners; but Fellow Citizens with 
the Saints, and of the Honſbold of Faith: 
And in Gal. 6. 10. FHe calls Believers ſo ; 
and in Chap. 4. 48. ſays, Nou we Bret hren, 
as Iſauc was, are the Children of Promiſe. 
For whom ſay I, a Spiritual Canaan is or- 
-* Hereupon I would query; Art thou, 
Reader, ſuch an One; One of of Spiritual 
Kindred, a Child of Promiſe, and of the | 
Foufbold of Faith > Or wouldeſt thou be ſo 
accounted, and art diſpoſed to Marry? 
Whither then oo hon go for a Wife, but 


to thy Kindred > Not in the Fleſb, but in 
the Sine Have we not Power, ſaith the 


Apoſtle Paul, to lead about a Siſter a Wife, 
as well as other Apoſtles, &c. 1 Cor. 9. 5, 
Mark the Words well, a Siſter a Wife, or cas 


4. 3. ah 

a former Tranſletion hath it) a Wife being 

'* a Siſter, which, in Marginal Note, there is 
explained to be a faithful and Chriſtain Wife. 


So that ſhe ſhould be a Siſter, , before ſhe be 
a Wife; a Siſter in the Spiritual, or Religi- 
ous Relation and Kindered : Which Re- 
lation in the Faith, as it was to them, is ſtill 
I tous a neceſſary. Qualification preceeding 


Marriage. 


If it be objected, That the people of 
| England, andof that Part of theWorld calld 
' | GChriftendom, and the Children of 1ſraed, 
> | are not to be compared with each other, in 
this Caſe of Marriage, for the Nations, which 
Iſrael were forbidden to Marry with, were 
downright 1dolaters, Worſhipping Strange 
Gods of their own deviſing; But the People of 
England, &c. generally own the True God, 
and profeſs Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; ſo that, 
altho they differ among themſelves, about 
the Manner of Worſhipping God, yet why 
may they not marry promiſcuouſly, one Sort 
with the other, ſeeing they all profeſs Chriſ- 
 tianity, and are „ 
led Chriſtians, both by themſelves and 
ether N ations, and being of a ſober; Con- 

2 
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tu) 
, cingot properly be called e 


Ader, I am not about ©) Fbathentics 
any, but am willing to on, and embaace 
that which is Cod in all. And though I 
might turn off the Obyeckion with a ſhort 
Abſwer, in its own Terms, That ſuch 
flould not inter-marry, becatifs they differ; 
ſiince the Nature of Marriage beſpeaks an 
| Agreement, not Difference, an Harmonious 
Unity, not a jarring: Diſcord: Yet, for the 
Sake of ſerious Enquirers, I am willing to 
enlarge a little upon this Part. Wherefore 
to proceed; I allow / there is 2 Difference, 
im ſome Degree, between onward Iſraei 


and other Peoples now,; that are ndt of 
the fame Society and Communion. For 
hen the Diſtinction was ony of Few and 
Gentile; Believer and Unbellever: But now 
(as che Objection hath it) All tat Fart which 
i ealled Chr:flendom, profeflcth Faith in 
one God, and in Chriſt Jeſus, though very 
, and ſome, no doubt, in all Pro- 
fefonr called Cliriſtian, are of a Sober 
Moral Converſation. But if Generel Pros 


and the Nations then, and Spiritual Mar! 


— , office... ot. EE. Mir. dr db 


' belicvethe Manifeltation of Chriſt Outward-. 
D 
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feſſion were a füffieient Qualification, fot 
joyning ſuch in Marriage without Exception, 
then Papiſt, and other unſound Moi ſpip- 
pers, bearing the Chriſtian Name, muſt 
not be excluded or refuſed, if of a Sober 
Converſation, which Allowance would not 
a little gratiſie Anti-Chr iſt, uphold the Apof- 


tate Church, called in the Revetations, 
Myſtery Babylon, Sc. chap. 17.5. and 


tend to keep God's People there, contrary 
to expreſs Command of God, Fer. 15. 6. 
And of the Voice from Heaven, which faid, 
Come out of her my People, that ye be not 
Partakers of her Sins, and that ye receive 


not of her Plagues, Rev. 18. 4. Forhath not 
ſmne long made, and doth ſhe not fill make 


a large Profeſſion of Faith in God and Chriſt, 


after her Manner > © 


When the Apoſtle exhorted the B elievere 
of old not to be unequally yoked rogether 


with 'Unbelievers, 1 Cor. 6. 14. may we 


ſuppoſe he intended to reftrain the Prohibi- 
tion, only to thoſe abſolute ami notorious 


: Unbclievers, who were Pagans, or Hea- 


thens? Or did it extend to all, that did not 


* 
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ly in the Fleſh > The Jews did believe in 
God, and that Chriſt the Son of God, ſhould 
come: But they did not believe in him as 
He was then come; and manifeſt in the 
Fleſh among them. Might the Chriſtian 
Believers, notwithſtanding that,have ming- 
led in Marriages with the unbelieving Jews, 
becauſe of their General Belief in God, and 
in Chriſt. to come, though they rejefted him 
in his then preſent Appearance > Would 
that have been an Equal Yoking 2 So like- 
wiſe, if one that believes, not only the Out- 
ward Appearance of Chriſt, with Reſpect to 
his having come inthe Fleſh, but his Inward 
Appearance alſo, with Reſpect to his being 
come in the Spirit, by his Divine Light and 
Grace, to Rule in the Hearts of his People, 
and thereby both to direct and enable them, 
as they attend thereunto, how to perform 
Divine Worſhip and Service to God, ſhould 
marry one that denies and oppoſes that In- 
ward and Siritual Coming and Appear- 
ance of Chriſt in the Heart, and ſticks on- 
ly to his Belict of his Outward Coming and 
Appearance in the Fleſb at Jeruſalem ; 
Wag ſuch a N be equally. Yoked 2 | 


But, 


* 
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But, not to preſs the Compariſon too cloſe; 
becauſe I would both avoid Offence; and uſe 
what Brevity I can; Ifay, If two Perſons. 
of different Judgments about Matters of: 
Faith and Religious Exerciſes (as going to 
Meetings, Preaching, Praying, Thankſgiv- 
ing, Sc.) ſhould incline to marry each o- 
ther, preſuming in their fond Affectians, 
that, notwithſtanding that Diſagreement, 
they may live comfortably together, they 
will find too late that they were greatly mi- 
ſtaken. For although, if it were only a 
Difagreement in the Tempers or Natural 
Diſpoſitions, which concerned only their 
ontward Converſation one towards the 0-' 
ther, or the Management of their Temporal 
Afairs, it might be hoped they might live 
rolerably together: Vet where- the Diſſer · 
ence is of fo high a Strain and Nature, as 
concerns the Peace of Cunſcience, and Safety 
of the Sul, on either Side; that cannot be 
reconciled, without the Cnverſn of one 
of them, which is out-of Man's Power, of 
himſelf, to effect, Wherefore, altho' ſuch 
may talk of, and promiſe to. themſelyes: - 
AP in ſach — Vet by that 
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Ar their Folly ſba li huus corredted Them, 
they will find Cauſe to be of another Mind. 
And if their Love to God and Religion, be 
net quit e / conſumed by thoſe Pafionate 
Flames; which engagetl them into that un- 
war ra stalle Undertabing; they wilk-ſeel; 
and warmly confiifting. ons: with another, 
and ſtriving to bring each other into a Gore 
formity uno that Way of Worſhip, Which 
he · or ſhe is in. And then, whichſdever of 
thom prevails, the other maſt-loſe Peace of 
Cunſcienræ (the- Grenteſf. of all Loſſes) un- 
les ſuch Compliance ſpriug from a True and 
Unfzigned. Conviction; that the Worſhip ſo 
ovatarmed to; is the Righe: Which is 
more than may reaſonnkly - be expected by 
any; who are ghilty of Tempting che Lord 
With ſuen Mixt- Marriages- 
HBeſicdes cube re vf Dilaggecing herſwa- 
den in-Religious Exereiſes, dejoynin Mar- 
riage; n Man can reaſonably; think;: that 
their Aſfelkion· to each other is grounded 
on or · governed by / Religion: and if-not;} 
hat i muſt beby;ſome-Horidly Rull: And; 
to clole ſuck a Manege wittuwDretenceof 
Hope 


believeth is right,, is in plain Engliſn na 


bound; a doug Boll, that Gaod meg cu 
— of tt. 
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Hope, to convert each other to what each 


better then a /mning, that Grace manta. 


But no the- Gaz i ober wiſes 3 
Two, of One and tha ſamm Perſwaſian in 
Religion, or of no; Religion, are joyned to- 


gether in Marriage :- And afterwards 
One of them is 3 to the True Re- 


ligen: The ae may expect the 
hord's Bleſſings and abiding together. ma 
bea Means: of Sanſtiſnation and Good to 
the Other; according to · tl Apoſtles 
trine; I chr. 7. 14 Ado Natureaf rs 
Ciriſtianiry, 


Nowastothe latter Hart vf the Objefion 


5 Itrendily grant, that cke Lord hath many, 
that in a Senſe may 


to him, 
who are not · as yet: profelſod Members of 
the vis Church, ner known unto .it. 
This our Savouf plainly - intimated, when in 
his-Diſeourſe to the tue, pointing: at. tho 

cunvenſſan of the Gentiles, hie aid, Other 
Sheep  -have-which: are not of this Faldo 


Thennialſo Tamiſt bring, and they ſhalt hea 


* 
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my Voice; and . ball be one Fold, and 
one Shepherd, John 10. 16. But until theſe 
other Sheep be gathered, and brought, by 
the great Shepherd, into the Fold; although 
they are known to the Lord, yet they are 


Not yet ſo known to his People, as to be ca- 
Poble of being admitted into Church- Com- 


munion, or Fellowſhip with them ; much 
leſs into that Marriage-Union with them, of 
which we have boen treating. | 
But to have done at length, with this ob- 
jection, I ſhall now remind the Reader, That 
when the Sons of God, in the Old World» 
had degenerated, and were Apoſtatized, as 
hath been before obſerved, their Motive to 
theſe Mixt-Marriages was, They ſaw the 
Daughters of Men were fair, and they 
took them Wives of all that they choſe, Gen- 
6. 2. So that to gratifie the Luft of the Eye, 
was the Inducement to their Marriages. 
Andto ſuch an Eye (nowas alfo to thoſe as 
have a covetous Mind, reaching unduly af- 
ter the Things of this World) this may ſeem 
an unneceſſary Scruple; eſpecially when it 
ſtands in their Way, to hinder them from 
the obtaining of their deſired End. But the 
Truly - 


C3) 
Truly-Conſciencious will always find thenis 
ſelves obliged, for the fake of Religion and 
Duty to God, to do nothing that may hin- 
der their Perſeverance and Progreſſion there- 
in: Which Diſagreement about Religion 
will naturally do, more or leſs, according to 
the Proportion of the Diſagreement. 

Wherefore, though our Caſe be not the 
ſame as old Iſrael's was, in every Degree: 
Yet if it be ſo in any Degree, and have the 
lame Tedency in any Meaſure (which tliat ix 
has, is undeniable ) then it brings our Times 
under the Force ofthe ſame Prohibition and 
Law, and that for the ſame Reaſon (name- 
ly) Becauſe they will turn away, or binden 
thy Sons from following me, faith the Lord. 
And now my dear Friends (for unto you 
who bear the Name of Quakers, whether 
ye be ſuch, as the Lord hath been graciouſ- 
ly pleaſed to call and gather together out of 
any other Religious Profeſſions, or ſuch as 
are the OffSpring of Believing Parents, in 
this Profeſſion, do I now more particularly 
turn my diſcourſe.) If ye would not be . 
vertaken in that extreamly. hurtful Caſe of 
L Mit- Marriages ; keep out of the Way 
that 


(32) 

that leads to it; Shun, as-much -25 may be, 
the tao frequent and Familiar C Converſe with 
thoſe of other Profeſſions; ſueh, eſpecially, 
as may be moſt likely to allure and draw your 
Minds out. Be not cold and indifferent a- 


bout Religion. Halt wot between Two. If 
God be God ( which I hope, you are fully 


perſwaded of) follow him, and keep cloſe 
witl him, that you may know your Minds 
ſtaid, and eſtabliſned upon him: And then 
will ye ſee, for your Zcouragement, the Ad- 
vant ages and Comfort that fuch have and 
enjoy, who make it their Buſineſs to pleaſe 
him. And xhatever your Condition, and 
Cireumftances in this #orld be, let your 
chiefeft Treaſure and Pleaſure; be in Heaven 
and beavenly Things; and then aur Hearts 
ui he there alſo, as ourSeviour taught, Mat. 
6. 21. And then, above all Things, ye will 
deſire to be Servants and Diſciples of him, 
who ſaid, where Tam, ther Pali * Ser- 
m be, John. 12. 26. | 
But all whaſe Minds are ſet upon Things 
below, whether Pleaſuresor —— 

than upon their Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, who 
axe not worthy of rom, Mat. 


10. 
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10. 37. And ſuch, whatever they may pro- 
ſeſs, do moſt frequently miſs of the Heaven- 
ly Bleſſing (which God reſerves for his Pe- 
culiar People) notwithſtanding that They 
alſo may partake largely of Temporal Mer- 
cies and Bleſſings, in Common with other 
Men. For God who is the Fountain of 
Gooaneſs, cauſeth his Sun to ſhine, and ſen- 
deth Rain on the Juſt, and on the Unzuſt» 


Mat. 5. 45. But to be a Diſciple of Chriſt, 
and Heir of the Heavenly Kingdom, is a 


great and glorious Priviledge. The Way 


do this Happineſs is ſet forth, by him who 


is the Truth it ſelf, in Lake. 14. 17. (and 
in many other Places of holy Scripture, in 


which it is neceſſary we ſhould be very con- 


verſant) whoſoever, faith Chriſt there, doth 
not bear his Croſs, and come after me, can- 
not be my Diſciple. And we read (1 Job. 
4.10.)that he is not only our Propitiation for 


our Sins; but alſo that he hath left us an 


Example, that we ſbould follow his Steps. 
I. Pet. 2. 21. Who ſaid, Learn of me; For 
Tammeck and low in Heart; and ye ſha 

find Reſt unto your Souls, Mat. 11. 29, 
And now, my 1 1 Would come 
near 
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near unto you, by way of Enquiry : Have 
you indeed been convinced of the Truth, and 
been made ſenſible of the Groſs, that attends 
the Profeſſion of it? And have you been 


faithful to thoſe Convictious, and followed 


the“ ord in the ay of Regeneration; Or have 
ye not? This is an importaut Point, the 
Conſequence of which may guru the Scale 
to either Hand: Therefore, I pray, let it 
be duly conſidered. For to be found perſe- 
vering in the Way of Truth, which we make 
Profeſſion of, and in a7 the Parts and Brau- 
ches of it will be of a double Advantage to us. 
It will not only preſerve from adding Sin 
to Sts, (which, it not timely prevented, 
will lead ſuch into a Like-warmneſs unz9 
true Religion, a departing, from God, and 
withdrawing from him both their Love and 
Subjection; which, more or leſs, prececds. 
tuch mixt Unſcriptural Marriages:) And 
it will alſo bring vs to underſtand the Dif- 


ference which hatbalways beœenhetucenthe 


Ns Seeds; b WY i tand greatly to 
dreſerye us from Apoſlatiziog.... And. then, 
what the Conſeqpence is of Ferſevering, in 
Hel-dung, wi die Bud, Je will be truly * 
1222 ; 1 , : ſenſible | 


„ 
ſenſible of, to your Everlaſting Joy and Com 


fort; according as it is promiſed, Res. 3. 
21. To him that overcomes will I give to 
fit with me in my Throne, even as T alſo 
overcame, rs ſet down with my Ta- 
ther in his Throne, where all Fears and 
Temptations will be done away for ever, 
But the Conſequence of Diſobedience will 
not be ſo : But will have a contrary Event 
which I pray God we all may bg weed 
from, before it be too late. 

Think not ( faid Chriſt to the profeſſing 
Jews, Mat. 3. 9.) te ſay within your ſelves, 
We have Abraham 70 our Father, &c. A 
Thing very incident to them, to value them- 
ſelves upon ; and upon their Profe effing the 
True Religion, as being the Diſciples of 
Moſes. As if that could be any Advantage 
to them, while they did not the ants; 
Abraham ; but lived in Diſobedience : 80 
that notwithſtanding the great Advantages 
they had, and the High 2 they 
made, our Saviour Chriſt told them 13 
They were of their Father the Devil; and 
5 Proof therefore was, becauſe they dia 

"Works. So that to be the Children of 
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(36 ) 
faithful Parents, or to profeſs the True Religi- 
on now (as they then did) and yet not be 
faithful as the Parents were, nor live and walk 
in the True Religion they profeſs; will as 
little avail ſuch nov, as it did thoſe Jews then. 

What did it avail the Rich Man in the 
Parable, that he could call Abraham Fa- 
ther, and that Abraham vouchafed to call 
him Son, while he mean while was in Hell 


Read the Parable throughout (Luke 16 . 20. 
to the End) and conſider it well. The Rich 


Man there, after he had miſcpent his Pre- 
cious Time in voluptusus Living (wearing 


Rich Apparel, and faring Sumptuouſly e- 


very Day) at lengh died, and was buried 


too, andthat probably, as he lived, in Pomp 
and State, as ſuch commonly now a-Days 
are. The Poor Man Z»zarus, died alſo, 
-but it is likely his Funeral wastoo mean and 
private, to be taken Notice of; For weread 
nothing of it: But that which is better we read, 


- namely, That he was carried by Angels into 


Abraham's Boſom: But the next Account 


we have of Dives is, That he was in Hell 
Begging, and that for a ſmall Alms too, 
but a Drop or two of cold Water ; And 

yeh, 


(37 ) 
- | yet( O,iſerable Man!) even that was de- 


e | nied him. He being in Hell, lifted up his 

k | Eyes, and ſaw Abraham a far off, and La- 

is | =arus (poor deſpiſed Lazarus) in his 

2. Boſom. Whereupon he cried, and faid, 

je Father Abraham, have Mercy on me; and 

1- | ſend Lazarus that he may dip the Tip of his 

Uh Finger in Water and cool my Tongue: For 

4 Iam Tormented in this Flame: A Thing 

o. | he might well have foreſeen, had he but 

h | liftedup his Eyes in Time. Abraham not 

e- | diſſallowing his Claim af Kindred according 

to the Fleſh, yet vindicating the Juſtice of 

God upon him, anſwered, Son, remember 

that thou, in thy Life-Time, received ſt 

thy good things (Riches, Honours, Plea- 

ſures and Wordly Delicacies, which thou 

didſt account thy Good Things) and likewiſe 

Lazarus Evil (Poverty, Pain, Contempt 

and Miſery) But now he is comforted, 

and thou art tormented. Nor was that all. 

But, as an Aggravation of his great Unhap« 

pineſs, from a Senſe that his Torments are 

remedileſs, and that there would be no 

End of his Miſery, he tells him further ; 

And beſiags all e, between us and you 
there i 
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gere is a great Gulf freed > Sy that they 
that would paſs from hence to you, cannot; 

neither can they paſs to us, that would 
come from thence. This put Dives out of 
all Hopes of Relief for himſelf, Wherefore 
having now at length ſome Pity for his 
on Family, though he had none for La- 
Sarus when he needed it, addrefling him- 
If again to Abraham, he a pray thee 
therefore, Father, that thou woulaſt ſend 
lum to my Father's Houſe ; for I have five 
\ Brothern, that he may teſtifie unto them, 

Ina they alſo come into this Place of Tor- 


They have Moſes and the Prophets: lei 
thera hear Them. Nay, Father Abraham, 
replied Dives, But if One went to them from 
the Dead, they wilh Repent. No, No, ſaid 
Abraham FF they hear not Moſes and the 
_— (Which was the Means they pro- 
ſeſſed, as appointed by God, for the In- 


ſtruction of his People; under that diſpen- 
ſation) neither will they be perſuaded, 
_— one roſe from the Dead. 

From his Parable, Two Things, moſt 


Feen to my preſont Subject, are to be 
. obſerved. 


ment. What Need of that, fad Abraham, 


| a 
obſerved. One, That the Higheſt Proſeſ- 
ſion of Religion, the Neareſt Relation out- 
wardly to the Godly, (though it were that 
of a Child to the moſt Godly Parents) is 
not ſufficient, without the Living Faith, and 
the Living Fruits thereof, a Godly Life aud 
Converſation, to keep from coming into the 
Place of Torment. The other is, That ſuch. 
as neglect to wait upon, and ſerve God in 
his own Way and Time, to be made by him 
Wile unto Salvation, through the Grace and 
Underſtanding given them for that End, in 
the Preſent Diſpenſation they are under; 


will Naturally grow Blind and Hard: S0 


that they cannot be wrought upon, to be 
made ſenſible of the Danger they are in, by 
the moſt extraordinary Means; No, not if 
one were ſent to them from the Dead. And 
ſince there is no other Name under Heaven 
given, whereby we muſt be Saved, But by 
Jeſus Chriſt, (Acts 4. 12.) And the Grace 
ooming by Him, brings the Salvation that 
Chriſt is the Author of; how greatly doth 
it concern every One, to attend Daily and 
Diligently on him, in the Gift of his Grace, 
and to hearken to, and obey bis Teach- 
4 ng. 
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ings thereby! For God, who at ſundry Times, 
and in divers Manners, ſpake unto the Fa- 
thers by the Prophets, Hebrews 1. 1. Hath 
in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by his Son: 
And that in Divers Manners alſo ; as imme- 
diately by his Spirit, inſtrumently by his 
Miniſters, as alſo in the Holy Scriptures, 
and by his many Providences. And if, (as 
the Apoſtle argueth, Hebrews 12. 25.) they 
eſcaped not, who refuſed him that ſ pale on 
Earth: Much more ſball not we eſ- 
cape, if we turn away from him, that 
ſpeaketh from Heaven. 


134.2 TE ERS 
T H E aforegoing Treatiſe of Mjxts *®- 


marriages hath been well received; 

and tis hoped may be of further 
Service to Friends Children (for whoſe - 
Sake the Author | chiefly diſigned it;) 
that the Youth may be preſerved in the 
Council of God, in that important Step af 
Marriage, u hereon both Their own Com- 
fort, Felicity and Well-doing, for the re- 
maining Part of Life in this World, much 
depends, and alſo that of their Poſterity. 
For when Parents give a good Example in 
that Reſpect, and live in Peace and Unity, 
without difagreement about Religious Senti- 
ments, they thereby preſerve to themſelves 
right Authority to give their Children Religi- 
ous Education, a greater Bleſſing than which 
tis not in their Power to beſtow on them, 
together with their Prayers to the God of 
Mercies, that their tender Care, Advice, re- 
-Iigious Example, and Reproof, may beef 
ſectually received in their nn 


2 „ —_—- —_— 


watch over them, and 
_ Religious Example and _— 


nM 
by his divine Power, which only can give 
the hop'd-for Succeſs and Bleſſing. 


But on the Contrary where any through || 


ar unbridl'd Affection, in their haſty ir- 
religious Minds, difregard the Law and 


Mind of God in that Solemn Covenant and 


Ordinance of Marriage, Such generally 
heap on themſelves unforeſeen Troubles, In- 
conveniences, and great Affliction, which 
muſt affect their own Comfort and Peace, 
and wound their Authority tor right govern- 
ing and ordering their Childrens Education 
(if ſuch have any) in the holy Fear of 
God, and his True Religion; ſo that inſtead 


of Children being their Parent's Comfort, 


they ofteri prove a bitter Source of freſh 
Exerciſe and Sorrow, which, too late, may 
miniſter Cauſe of Repentance, that they 
ever hid the Foundation of their own, and 


unequatly yoked in Marriage. 

Wherefore you, Dear Friends, that are 
Parents of Children, are in much Tender- 
neſs, and great Good Will, entreated to 
give them a So- 


their Childrens Urhappineſs, by being 
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and to reſtrain them in your juſt Ay 


| thority from the corrupt Fellowſhip, vain 
' Faſhions and Cuſtoms of this World: And for 


that End, the Godly Exhortations, and Ad- 
vices, of our concerned Brethern, given 
forth at London, in ſeveral yearly Meeting 
Epiſtles, are here extracted and recom- 
mended to their ſerious Conſideration and 
Practice, as follows. 


* © We do entreat and deſire ak you our 
dear Friends, Brethern, and Siſters, that 


are Parents and Governours of families, 
that yediligently lay to Heart your Work 
and Calling in your Generation for the 
Lord, and the charge committed to you; 
not only in becoming good Examples un · 
to the younger Sort, but alſo to uſe your 


Power in your own Families, in the e- 
ducating your Children and Seryants i in 


Modeſty, Sobriety, and the Fear of God; 
curbing the extravagant Humour in the 


* young Ones, when it doth appear, and 
not indulge it, and allow of it; for you 


are ſet in your Families as Judges for 
: God, and it Is yau that mult give an Ace 
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count of the Power committed to you. 
And when you ſee a Libertine, Wanton 
Spirit appear in any of your Children or 
Servants, that luſteth after the vain Cuſ- 
toms and Faſhions of the World, either in 
Dreſſings, Habits, or outward Adornings, 
and craves your A ſiſtancs and Allo vance, 

without which it cannot get forward, 

while they are under your Government: 
Oh! then, look to yourſelves, and diſ- 
charge your Truſt for Gad, and for the 
Good of their Sauls, exhorting | in Meek- 
nefs, and commanding in Wiſdom, that ſo 
you may miniſter and reach to the Wit- 
nels, and help them over their Temptati- 
ons, in the Authority of God's Power; 
and when they feel themſelves help'd and 
deliver d, their Souls will bleſs God for 
you, and you will reap the Comfort of 


+ © And, all Friends, watch over their 

Children, and none to indulge ar ſuffer 
them in Pride or corrupt Liberty, wherc- 
by they become expoſed to the World, tb 
ke: enſnared either i in their Mar riage, or 
. 7 evil 
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© evil Converſations, "rcniinh to their Hurt 
or Ruin. 


1 

- | &@ © And that Friends of all Degrees take 
. an Care to breed up their Children in 
1 | © ſome uſeful and neceſſary Employment, 


* that they may not ſpend their precious 
Time in Idleneſs, which is of ill Example 

* and tends much to their Hurt. 
5 And that our Children may be pre- 
ſerved from the Wiles of Satan, as much 
ds in us lies, let a Godly Care and Con- 
cern be upon the Minds of all Parents, to 
watch over them, with Supplications to 
the Lord, that they may not be drawn 
away from the Innocency, Simplicity and 
' Plaineſs of the Way of Truth ; and labour 
| in a Senſe of Truth to reach the Witneſs 
p in them, that they may feel in their own 
f | © Spirits a Degree of Fear and Reverencde 
towards God; and inſtruct them to follow 
© his Council and obgy his Voice, as the 
* Tribes of 1jrael were required of God to 
© teach his Precepts * unto their 
5 Children, Dent. 6. Verſe - 
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n thou als Habs, —_— unte thy Children, and. 
© alt talk of | them when thou ſitteft in thy Houſe, and when « 
* thou walkeft by the Way, and ben thoy lieft down, and 0 
* when thou riſeft up. So te you concerned to acquaint them, 
f. how the Lord led you from one Degice of Faichfulne ſs to 
© another, in a Denial of the World's corrupt Ways, 
+ Language and Cuſtoms, which while we (in Diſobedience 
© to him) walkedin, we could not enjoy true Peace. But ( 
© 28 we bote the Croſi, and bowed to his Will, we had an | 
Evidence of Acccptence with him. And be careful, that 
© none of you, by a Neglect herein, become Exemp'es unto | 
them to depart from Soripture Language, wherein is true 
©! Properiety of Speech.” | | 

4 Aud according tothe Advice of this Meeting in 1695, | 
we do again earnekly exhort and adviſe, that all Dili— 
© pence, Care, and Cautiem, be had, that no Friends, ot | 
Friends Children, be betray'd in Aflection, or other wil? 
© nar join jo Marriage with thoſe that ate nat of owt Chri- 
© tain Profeſſion and Society, nor without the Privity and | 
fConſent of Parems, Guardians, of law ful Tutors intrulicd 
+*- with them, nor with any near Kindred, contrary to the | 
Law of God and whaleſame Advice already given, par” | 
© ticulary by the Year)y Meeting Epiſile, 1675 , and alfo | 
© by ſeveral faichfol Servant: of Chxiſt. | = 7 

6 * And as it hath been frequently the Cate and Con- 
© cero of this Meeting to advice Parents, and all who have 
* the Tuition and Education of Children, to bring then 
© vpin the Nurtufe and Admonition of the Lord; We are 
fill eofible, that there is occafion to repeat our tender 
© Advice and Exhortation, that you would lay this Matter 
* cloſely to Heart: For tis certain that the Preſervation of 


your 
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ts of much greater moment to their Happineſs both in this 
Lale, and in that which is to come, than any Thing elſe 
you ae cspable of doing for them. And therefore we 
renew our Advice, that You be diligently exerciſed in 
ſuch a Godly Care, waiting upon God for Wiſdom from 
Him, ficli ro walk wiſely and circumſpeRly before them 
your ſelves, and then you may with more Weight and 
Authority in the Meckneſs of that Wiſdom inſiruR, ad- 


viſe, exhort, and rebuke, as you ſhall ſee Ocea ſion. And 


we think it will conti ibute very much to Your Succeſs in 
theſe Endeaveurs, if You put them frequently, in a ſolemn 
Manner, upon reading the Holy Scriptures, eſpecially ſuch 
Parts ot them as relate to the great DoQrines and Precepts 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and then wait upon God with 
them, that You may become Inſiruments ro open their 
Underſtandings, and in the Senſe of His Power and Wibb 
dom preſs them cloſely to the Practice of what they read : 
Such an Exerciſe begun early, and frequently repeated, 
we recommend as the iodiſpenſible Duty of all concerned, 
and the moſt likely Means for the Preſervation and Im- 
provement of Children in the Way of Truth, and through 
the Lord's Bleſſing to ſecure them from being prevailed 
upon, by the many falſe deceitful Spirits that are gone forth 
into the World, tending to ſubvert the Chiifiian Faich» 
and a Practice and Converſacion agreeable thereto. 

And foraſmuch as true Chriſtian Practice, and every 
Branch of it, is the Fruit aui Effect of the Inward Sanc- 
tification of the Heart by the Spirit of Chrif, for which 
we are frequently to wait on him in all Humility and 


© Lowlineſs of Mind; We tenderly adviſe, that every 
© Thing tending to obſiruR or divert the Minds, either of 
© Children, or thoſe of more advanc'd Years, from this good 


© Exetciſe, may be catefully avoided and .takey out of the 
| | Way; 
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« your Off. ſpring inthe Way of true Religion and Godliveſs 


* 


Way, And it being Evident, chat the Glory and Vanity 
of che World, and the Phafurcs and Lieetfions of it are 
of this Nature and Tenden.y, Wc theiwiore adviſe, tet 
all Parents and Maſters in the firtt Viace b. god Example; 
to their Children and Families in an humble and circum 

e ſpect waiking, and with all plainets of Habit and S,o. ch, 
© which is ayreeable to the Crois of Chrit, the Example 
of our ancient Friends, and the frequent Advices of this 
Meeting: And alſo that thev be very cateful not to in- 
delge their Children in the Uſe and Practice of Things 
contrary thereunto ; for we are ſenſible that by ſuch Ha- 
bits, of how little moment ſocver fome may think them, 
the tender Minds of Child:en, while very young, being lif. | 
ted up and drawfialide from the Simplicity ofthe Truth, 3 

Foundation is early laid for thoſe undue Liberties fo juily 
complained of; for a Love and Delight in ſuch Things, 
imprudently indulged at firſt, grows up with them, and 
becomes ſirengthened more and more into confirmed Ha- 
bits, and thus ſome have become Enemies to the Croſs of 
Chril, and forſaken and oppoſed the Way of Trutb, 
which poſſibly might have been prevented, hy Parents dos 
ing their Duty in being good Examples, and not cheriſhs | 
*qQtog Secds of Vanity and Folly in their Children, but on 
the Contrary prudently diſcouraging every Appearence ol 
© Evil in them, which necelſary Duty we earnefily recoms 
mend to their ſerious Conſideration and Practiſe. 
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